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Issue 
Hong Kong's new town developments arc leaded 
by the railways. Then vehicle roads, as the main 
structure of the district, run across the area and 
form a grid system. Individual estates occupy a 
grid and developed. Little effort and aitcniion will 
be put on the relationship between the clevclopmcni 
and the outside public street. The connection of 
these estates is week and there is no communica-
tion between them. 
And the major public spaccs, the pedestrian walk-
ways, which bring people lo the railway station is 
just a circulation clcvicc. There is no spacc for the 
public to communicatc or interact with each other 
And the major public spaccs, the pedestrian walk-
ways, which bring people to the railway station is 
just a circulation clcvicc. There is no spacc for the 
public to communicatc or interact with cach other. 
The grid system in new developments form many 
isolated islands segregated by wide roads. Activi-
ties arc minimized on the streets and the streets 
arc only an express way of delivering human and 
vchiclcs. There is a lack of sense of belonging and 
community lives in these new towns. As a result, 
the strcctscapc of new towns in Hong Kong is very 
quite and has no people on it. 
2 
Statement 
My thesis assumes that the road system and the 
location of residential blocks are fixed. And a new 
layer of common ground is added to the existing. 
This ground also contains all existing programmes 
like shops & communal facilities and some new 
programmes. It is also the linkage between differ-
ent estates and the railway station. 
Tin Shui Wai was selected for the site of my thesis. 
The is a railway station and a typical outcome of 
the traditional planning method. Public housing 
estates, public rental housing estates and private 
developed estates can be found there. This serves 
a good example to illustrate the problem in many 
other residential districts. And the existence of 
Light-rail makes the design even more challenging. 
The design is a walkable plain that weaving up 
the segregated pieces of the city. It suggests a new 
kind of urban form aims at the common problem in 
modem city development nowadays. Physically it 
is an architecture growing up from the ground and 
across the road to the other side. There are roads, 
commercial programmes, communal programmes, 
sport facilities and cultural programmes in it. The 
design also inter-weave these different programmes 
and creates chance of interaction amount them. 
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Concentration of Programme, In order to increase 
interaction of people from different “islands". Put 
together different programme from different estates 
can bring people together. 
Free Circulation 
Instead of circulation on a decidcd linear path, 
moving on a free ground can improve the quality 
of the space and strectscape of the district. 
Thresholds 
Unlike tradition podium or shopping mall entrance 
which marks a sharp change from public to private 
domain, softer edge can increase communication 
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Shops & Restaurants in Shopping Center 
Carr 二 <s 
Mri>:et and Supermarket 
PoHce and Fire Service Station 
Communal Centers 
Bus Terminals 
Open Spaces (excluding central park) 
21,000 sqm. 
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